The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Marsden Park is a public park located in the Lancashire town of Nelson, England. The park was 
originally part of Marsden Hall, which was built in the mid-sixteenth century by Richard and 
Henry Walton. The hall was later extended in 1740, and in the nineteenth century, R.T. Walton 
developed several key aspects of the park, including ornate stonework, a Ladies garden, upper 
and lower pools, a conservatory, a twenty-sided sundial, and a family chapel. 

After the death of Dr. Pinder, who had leased the hall and grounds in 1857 to use as a mental 
asylum, the property was turned into a public park in 1912. In the late 1980s, a group of 
teenagers reported seeing a white, glowing figure near an area of the park known as "The 
Dungeons." The Dungeons were actually a series of archways that made up what was once the 
pseudo-Roman Baths built between 1801 and 1845. 

The park features several interesting locations, including the Icosahedral Sundial, which was 
designed by Thornber and Kippax and is one of only three such sundials in the country. The 
Lady's Garden is a sunken area surrounded by a curved wall, which according to rumor, has 
tunnels leading to the now-demolished hall and the Roman Baths. However, an inspection by 
the local council of the cellar under the conservatory did not reveal any existing or sealed tunnel. 
The Wishing Gate is a stone gateway where people make a wish as they pass through the gate 
by rolling a leaf and placing it in one of the circular recesses. Finally, the Roman Baths, which 
was once the highlight of the park, now features a bricked-up area that was once the site of the 
boathouse where people would board small rowing boats that they took out onto the pond in 
front of the baths. 

Despite the park's beautiful features and interesting history, it is also known for being haunted. 
There have been several reports of a ghostly figure that is said to haunt the park, particularly 
near The Dungeons where the group of teenagers reported seeing the mysterious white figure in 
the late 1980s. Marsden Park remains a popular destination for visitors and locals alike, 
attracting those interested in its history, beauty, and alleged hauntings. 


By Donald Jay 


